David Burrowes MP applauds Averof Neophytou's for his very "positive" visit to London.

British Parliamentarians saw the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee in Cyprus Averof Neophytou MP's visit to the British Parliament as a huge success and foundation for further development.  His visit was organised by the Cyprus All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG). Over the course of two days in Westminster Mr Neophytou met with over forty politicians, cross-party and cross-House.

The programme commenced with Mr Neophytou observing Prime Ministers Questions (PMQs). He expressed surprise at the different approaches between the two parliaments; he was impressed with the respect upheld within the House e.g. Members standing to ask questions as many as ten times per/Member-per/session, instead of raising your hand in the House of Representatives.  He was pleased to see the Prime Minster David Cameron in good spirit as he tackled each question in his usual charismatic manner.   Following PMQs, the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association - Executive Members kindly hosted a working lunch for Mr Neophtou and Members of the Cyprus APPG.

A number of topics were discussed as Members listened and posed questions.  First and foremost was the subject of the Cyprus problem, illegal and legal immigration, unemployment and the discovery of natural gas and oil found in the Cyprus region of plot 12.  The immigration problems and the increased unemployment rate, sounded very similar to the UK.  These areas were also raised at the Cyprus APPG meeting.

The Cyprus APPG public meeting delivered a vibrant and exhilarating atmosphere with 15 Members of Parliament and Lords in attendance. Members of the public from both of the Greek and Turkish Cypriot communities attended.  Interestingly, both communities were seeking a resolution to the long-standing Cyprus problem in a unified manner.

Taking questions from the Members and the audience, Averof Neophytou MP explained that; as far as the solution is concerned he noted, " we have accepted political equality with the Turkish Cypriots, who are 20% of the population, with the bizonal bicommunal federation, because we want a solution".  He referred to the Turkish Prime Minister's demand for a two state solution and said that this kind of a solution is rejected by the Greek Cypriots. He also said, "what would become of the British Bases in such a situation?" When challenged by one of the MPs present to explain "how in such a case the British Bases would be affected", Mr. Neophytou replied "I am not a lawyer but a politician" and referred the MP to the 1960 Treaties.

Mr. Neophytou made extensive references to the Gas findings within the territorial waters exclusive economic zone of Cyprus and explained how the cooperation with Israel will work well with pipelines heading towards Europe. He made reference to the opportunity of working with the US company Noble. Owing to the geopolitical changes and the worsening of relationships between Israel & Turkey and America & Turkey the discovery may aid a change of policy and help towards a solution of the Cyprus problem. He described the discovery as a 'new denominator'. He referred to the assistance given to the Turkish Cypriots by the Government of Cyprus in providing them with free medical care, well over 70,000 identity cards of the Republic of Cyprus, enabling them to travel anywhere in the world as European citizens, thousands of them coming over to the unoccupied and working every day.  He described the significant challenge for Cyprus from illegal immigration.

Another MP pointed out to Mr. Neophytou that the main problem of the Cyprus issue is the Turkish army occupation and the illegal Turkish settlers. He then asked him how he suggests their withdrawal can be achieved. Mr. Neophytou replied by making the Turkish Cypriots feel safe in their surroundings and that a European mechanism must also be found to assist this. He referred to the opportunity of the proposal in relation to Famagusta and Varosha.

The Chairman David Burrowes MP's closing statement concluded with the creation of subcommittees within the Cyprus APPG covering five areas,

*         Famagusta District

*         Cultural Heritage

*         Missing Persons

*         Commonwealth (eg education)

*         Economy/Energy

Over the next few months Mr Burrowes will be appointing Members to take responsibility for these areas, to ensure that issues of concern for Cyprus are taken up actively outside of formal meetings and overseen by the Chairman.

Mr Neophytou also met with Wayne David MP, Shadow Minister for Europe and concluded with meetings William Cash MP, Chairman of the European Select Committee. A meeting was also arranged for Mr Neophytou to meet meet the Foreign and Commonwealth official Pat Phillips - Directorate for Enlargement & South East Europe.

David Burrowes MP, Chaiman of the Cyprus APPG said, "I was delighted with the visit of Mr Neophtou and my parliamentary colleagues spoke warmly after his speech that it was one of the most positive and interesting contributions they had heard on the issue of Cyprus for many years. The APPG had its largest attendance of Parliamentarians present to hear a wide ranging speech which included the significant new development of the oil and natural gas discovery. Parliamentarians were resolved to make the most of opportunities to raise the issue of Cyprus and ensure the British Government takes its responsibilities seriously."

